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The Role of Social Change in Creating a Family Authority that Repels the Patriarchal System in Rural Society:

The Case of Chichaoua Region Sociological analysis

Larbi Akrouche

Researcher in sociology

Study Summary:

The research aims to study the role of social change in creating a family authority that repels the patriarchal system in the
rural society of the Chichaoua region as a model. The researcher followed the exploratory analytical method and
constructed research tools to collect data directly, by surveying a sample of 1,646 rural families residing in 33 rural
communities. The researcher used a questionnaire as the main tool for collecting the field data for this study, which was
filled out to address the study's problematic question: In what sense can we talk about the decline of patriarchal authority
in managing the affairs of the rural family as a result of rural people's adoption of new values and concepts that emerged
due to successive social changes in the rural society? And to verify the proposed hypotheses. The results were as follows:
Social change in the Chichaoua region has worked to alter the components of traditional authority inherited in the rural

family as the most important social institution in rural society, interacting positively and negatively with the concept of the
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patriarchal or paternal system dominating the rural family. This concept not only represents the control and authority
exercised by men over women, but also extends to include all values, symbols, and perceptions of the self, the other, and
the world, which make members of the rural family gather around the authority of the natural father, whether in the family,
the tribe, or society. Social change has created cultural, social, and economic conditions that have enhanced the adaptability
of rural family authority from the traditional model to the democratic model, and its gradual liberation from male
domination and the conservative societal culture that concentrates various material and moral powers in the hands of the
father/head of the family.
Keywords:
Patriarchal system, rural family — social change, democratic authority.
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