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Social and Health Inequalities within Social Protection: Determinants and Manifestations during the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Abstract:
This article examines social and health inequalities within social protection during the COVID-19 pandemic,
by analyzing their determinants and manifestations in the Moroccan context. It adopts a sociological approach that
highlights the relationship between the social determinants of health—such as income, education, gender, and
geographic location—and access to healthcare services. The article also discusses the evolution of the concept of
social protection within the framework of the welfare state and the impact of economic transformations and social
policies on the reproduction of social inequalities. The COVID-19 pandemic revealed the fragility of social
protection systems and widened the gap between social groups, particularly among vulnerable populations. The
crisis also contributed to rising unemployment, declining household income, and difficulties in accessing
healthcare services. In addition, the article explores some of the social and psychological changes associated with
the pandemic. It concludes that the COVID-19 crisis acted as a structural revealer of deep social and health
inequalities, highlighting the need to strengthen social protection policies and promote greater equity in access to

healthcare services.
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