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Between Legal Effectiveness and Societal Challenges Alternative Sentences in Moroccan Legislation
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youerra@gmail.com
Abstract
Alternative sanctions represent a profound shift in modern criminal thinking, as experience has shown that
custodial sentences do not always succeed in reforming and rehabilitating offenders. There is therefore an urgent
need for a new approach to punishment that focuses on rehabilitation, reintegration and the protection of human
dignity, rather than merely on deterrence and discipline.
In this context, the Moroccan legislature has moved towards the adoption of alternative sanctions through Law
43.22, reflecting an advanced awareness of the need to modernise criminal policy. This new vision emphasises that
justice is not limited to imprisoning the offender, but seeks to protect society and give the offender an opportunity
to correct their course without severing their social ties.
The importance of alternative sanctions lies in the fact that they represent a shift from retributive justice to
restorative justice; they also help alleviate prison overcrowding and allow the convicted person to remain in their
natural environment, thereby reinforcing their social responsibilities. Alternative sanctions take various forms,
ranging from community service to daily fines combined with electronic monitoring. Nevertheless, alternative
sanctions face real challenges and practical constraints that require strong institutional will and effective

monitoring and supervision mechanisms.
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