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Abstract:
This article examines the day-fine system as one of the most significant forms of alternative sanctions in modern
criminal policy. It is based on the principle of individualizing punishment by linking it to the offender’s financial
capacity, rather than imposing a fixed fine. The article addresses the core issue raised by this system, namely the
difficulty of accurately determining real income in unstructured economic systems, where tax declarations are
often absent and informal activities are widespread.
The study highlights that this challenge directly affects the effectiveness of the system, as the lack of reliable income
data may lead to disparities in the assessment of day-fines, thereby undermining the principles of equality and legal
certainty. It further adopts a comparative approach, drawing on international experiences which demonstrate that
the success of this system depends largely on the transparency of the financial system and the integration of tax
databases with judicial processes.
The article concludes that, despite its importance as a modern mechanism for reforming penal policy, the day-fine
system remains contingent upon the ability of legal systems—particularly those characterized by informality—

to develop effective tools for accurately determining income and ensuring fair application.
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