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Abstract

This article analyzes the issue of participatory territorial development in Morocco by focusing on the roles of
territorial actors and the question of their renewal in a context of ongoing transformations in public policies. The
study is grounded in the central hypothesis that achieving effective and sustainable territorial development is not
merely contingent upon the multiplicity of actors, but rather on their capacity to redefine their roles within a
participatory framework based on convergence and complementarity.

The paper adopts an analytical approach that draws on both theoretical and institutional frameworks of
participatory development, while taking into account the evolution of territorial governance principles in Morocco,
particularly in light of the 2011 Constitution and the participatory democracy mechanisms itintroduced. It further
examines the distribution of roles among key stakeholders—including local authorities, the central state, civil
society, and the private sector—highlighting coordination gaps and weak policy convergence as major challenges.
The article concludes that renewing the roles of territorial actors requires a shift from a sector-based management
logic to a strategic partnership approach, along with strengthening institutional capacities, effectively activating
participatory mechanisms, and developing results-based monitoring and evaluation tools. Ultimately, the study
emphasizes that the core challenge lies in building an integrated model of territorial governance capable of

delivering tangible development outcomes and responding to citizens expectation
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