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Le Mécanisme National de Prévention de la Torture et la problématique de la mise en ceuvre des autres

recommandations de I'Instance Equité et Réconciliation au Maroc
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Abstract:
The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its
Optional Protocol obligate ratifying states to adopt concrete legal and institutional measures to prevent and punish
acts of torture. This includes criminalizing torture in national legislation, prohibiting any justification for its use,
and establishing a National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture. In response to these obligations, Morocco
ratified both instruments and established a national preventive mechanism tasked with monitoring detention
facilities, preventing ill-treatment, and issuing recommendations to improve conditions of confinement. This paper
argues that the establishment of this mechanism is not only a legal compliance measure, but also a strategic step
toward advancing Morocco's transitional justice agenda and consolidating democratic governance. By aligning
with the Recommendations of the Equity and Reconciliation Commiission, particularly those related to institutional
reform and guarantees of non-repetition, the national mechanism can act as a bridge between past human rights
commitments and future protections. Furthermore, the proposal to establish an Independent National Body
dedicated to implementing these recommendations reflects an evolving understanding of accountability-one that
integrates prevention, oversight, and historical redress into a unified framework. Ultimately, Morocco’s experience
demonstrates how international human rights obligations can be leveraged to reinforce domestic reform, provided

there is strong political will and effective coordination among relevant stakeholders. This approach offers a
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potential model for other post-authoritarian or transitional societies seeking to institutionalize human rights
protections and ensure the non-récurrence of past abuses.
Keywords: National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture; Recommendations of the Equity and
Reconciliation Commission ; Independent National Body.
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