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Abstract
This article examines the legal nature of usufruct rights over collective lands in Morocco in light of recent legislative
reforms, by analyzing the specific characteristics of this right as one of the rights associated with collective property.
The study highlights that usufruct rights over collective lands possess a unique nature combining the collective
ownership of land with individual exploitation by entitled beneficiaries, which raises several legal and doctrinal
issues regarding their legal classification. The article also discusses the impact of recent legislative reforms,
particularly Law No. 62.17, on modernizing the legal framework governing collective lands and strengthening
governance mechanisms in their management. Furthermore, it addresses the role of these reforms in promoting
equality between male and female beneficiaries regarding usufruct rights, as well as expanding opportunities for
the economic valorization and investment of collective lands. The study also sheds light on the practical challenges
related to identifying beneficiaries, the persistence of customary practices, and the ambiguity surrounding the legal
nature of usufruct rights. The article concludes that the effectiveness of recent reforms depends on achieving a
balance between economic development requirements and the preservation of the social and historical specificity
of collective lands, while ensuring legal security and protecting beneficiaries’ rights.
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