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Crimes against humanity: between the evolution of the international legal system and the limitations of judicial

practice
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Abstract:

For decades, a vast number of international agreements have been adopted, alongside an enormous body of
domestic criminal legislation, to criminalize the most heinous violations against humanity—from genocide,
apartheid, and torture to arbitrary detention and forced deportation. Yet, in most cases, the true perpetrators
remain unaccountable.

Official figures and statistics reveal a stark gap: since the establishment of the International Criminal Courtin 1998,
the world has witnessed dozens of armed conflicts and grave human rights violations, but the cases brought before

its chambers number only in the dozens, resulting in a limited number of convictions.
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This situation raises shocking existential questions about the effectiveness of the entire international legal system,
given the contradiction between the vast legislative output and the meager judicial outcomes. Why do the most
powerful legal texts fail to stop the commission of the most serious crimes? Are we facing a crisis of implementation
or a crisis of political will? How can we explain the persistence of this gap despite the enormous advances in
knowledge and technology in the field of documentation and investigation?
In this article, we will dissect this multi-dimensional dilemma by tracing the legislative evolution of crimes against
humanity, analyzing the structural and practical obstacles that limit the effectiveness of judicial practice, and
exploring possible ways to transform justice from an idealistic discourse into a tangible reality. Because the primary
problem facing the international community today is not only how to prosecute the perpetrators of these crimes,
but how to build a global system that ensures the prevention of such crimes from being committed in the first place.
Keywords: Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; International criminal justice; International crimes;
Crimes against humanity.
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