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Public Schooling and the Reproduction of Inequality: The Impact of Family Capitals on Shaping the Strategies of

Baccalaureate Students in Morocco

Johe 4yl
il cilaniil] ¢ il ol ol e lais Vg Aoluill] polal] &S colygiS Wl ellus 6 &l LI
Q> 9 (S598
il cihaniil] ¢ Ll ol ol e lais Vg Aol polal] GulS glass¥I ple Sliu]

Aazme de 2SAN po eyl Lusgaadl dugyall 3 Aeloza Bloluadlll 7 L] Bale| ol clSas ) dwlydl sda b
Bl 3 o oladll Ol Laslie 3850 Ao yd (o dulyull 3llais (gl SLadl 8 Lol Lalaais Laylizely LygdISCI
Shaedl Jges (e Joas 2gliie Logay5 lemsilial gy (olazd¥l duelaas¥l dgalll (aualadll) 2wl Jualu,ll
dts eDlae J] Contilind BiS Bem i el tazol sy il sia sy oy e varrbe Blimial Jf S yolf Al
Sylaiall A (59,819 Gzl (o soglly) Bialip Ideals 50 (a cueigs tligmmte 75 (po AigSe Byimnd Like po A2 g0
(et Abwgie Bgui) Aegite Lipagumgn Dlials 0 8wl 259
(Aaogll 8, 401) Agals 28085 sulan (ay8 pe Lijay Lite (uyled -LyglIS1 U o 3 -Asageall 2yl o iluadl Ca 485
agell olSail 3z ey Juobuoyl el HLeiled Lol gulyad) Hladl Jazey Loo Aoyl culiall oginla ao (ploss
Lo 35 +Apsm ) 551l Zi o Lomiady LaoLazo M) Gyl (5645 s sl Ruadll &l Ayol] L LS el
i) Ty glaas] sllat ot Ridal) 251U By 0y R el SoLungil Dl i o
(Graxdl caiadl (A all Ly g IS ¥l izt lal « Jualny Il eBlgluadll] 7 Lis) Bale) :dumlise cilelS
Abstract:
This study aims to deconstruct the mechanisms of social inequality reproduction within the Moroccan public
school system, focusing on the baccalaureate stage as a decisive turning point in the academic trajectory. The study
is predicated on a central hypothesis: that structural disparities in the possession of “family capitals” (cultural,
linguistic, social, and economic) generate divergent educational strategies that transform inherited class privilege
into a legitimized “academic merit.” To test these hypotheses, a qualitative methodology was employed, based on
semi-structured interviews with a purposive sample of 75
participants; consisting of 50 students and 25 families in Kenitra from diverse socio-professional backgrounds
(elite, middle, and working classes).
The results reveal that the public school exerts “symbolic violence” by imposing cultural and linguistic standards

(elaborated code) that align with the “habitus” of
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the dominant classes, thereby rendering academic success the product of strategic capital investment rather than
a mere reflection of innate talent. Furthermore, the

study concludes that the educational institution, through the “international streams”

and the assessment system, legitimizes social disparities by branding them as “personal merit.” This process
deepens the alienation of students from underprivileged backgrounds and perpetuates the structure of class
hierarchy under the guise of the “ideology of meritocracy.”

Keywords: Reproduction of Inequality, Capitals, Family Strategies, Moroccan Baccalaureate, Symbolic Violence.
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