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_Legislative Developments in the Criminal Regulation of Cheques under Law No. 71.24: Between Renewed

Enforcement and the Humanization of Criminal Policy_
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Abstract
This article examines the major legislative reforms introduced by Law No. 71.24, published in the Official Gazette
No. 7478 of 29 January 2026, concerning the criminal framework governing cheques in Morocco. Through a
systematic comparative analysis of the provisions of Law No. 15.95 establishing the Commercial Code, both before
and after its amendment, the study seeks to assess the extent to which the Moroccan legislator has succeeded in
reconciling two competing imperatives: safeguarding economic public order through the preservation of
confidence in cheque-based transactions, and promoting social public order through a more humane criminal
justice policy that respects individual liberty.
The article argues that Law No. 71.24 marks a significant shift from a predominantly punitive model toward a more
balanced and diversified regulatory approach. The new framework combines preventive institutional oversight,
graduated criminal sanctions, expanded restorative justice mechanisms, and modern electronic monitoring tools.
At the same time, the study highlights a number of practical and doctrinal challenges arising from the
implementation of the reform, raising questions that call for further legislative refinement and judicial
interpretation.
Keywords: Cheque; Criminal Policy; Law No. 71.24; Moroccan Commercial Code; Mandatory Formal Notice;

Restorative Justice; Electronic Monitoring; Economic Public Order.
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