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Care for Older Adults, Particularly Those Without Family or Financial Support:

An Analytical Study of the Islamic Normative Framework and Public Policies in Morocco
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Abstract:

Morocco is undergoing a rapid demographic transition marked by a rapidly growing older population. This shift
creates significant socio-economic challenges, particularly for older adults without family or financial support—a
vulnerability exacerbated by ongoing transformations in the Moroccan family structure. This study examines the
extent to which public policies align with the Islamic normative framework and their capacity to shift from reactive
relief models toward preventive, developmental, and inclusive strategies.

The research employs a multi-method approach: a deductive method to derive Islamic legal and ethical principles
governing elderly care, a descriptive-analytical method to evaluate Moroccan legislation and public policies, and a
critical approach to assess their effectiveness.

The findings indicate that while the Islamic normative framework establishes a comprehensive model centered on

human dignity, social inclusion, and collective responsibility, Moroccan public policies—despite legal and
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programmatic progress—continue to face systemic limitations. These include a persistent reliance on welfare-
based interventions and a significant gap in preventive and inclusive measures within social care institutions. The
study advocates for a comprehensive legal framework dedicated to older adults and a developmental shift to
ensure social inclusion and safeguard human dignity.

Keywords: Older Adults; Older Adults without Family or Financial Support; Social Vulnerability; Islamic Normative

Framework; Public Policies; Morocco.
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