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A Grave Violation Resulting in Permanent Disability in the Age of Artificial Intelligence:
What Kind of Reparation is Possible under the Treaty Bodies’ Individual Communications Mechanism?
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Abstract
This article aims to uncover a paradox related to the individual communications submitted to the United Nations
human rights treaty bodies. This paradox lies, on the one hand, in the central normative role of the mechanism of
“restitution” and its priority among remedies and reparations for victims of violations, and, on the other hand, in
its limited application in the views and decisions of treaty bodies within the framework of their jurisprudence,
particularly in cases where the violation results in permanent disability, such as limb amputation. The article also
seeks to examine the extent to which treaty bodies could employ artificial intelligence tools in formulating
measures of reparation and redress, with the aim of enabling victims who submit individual communications to
regain their independent way of life as it existed prior to the violation.
Through an analysis of a sample of individual communications, the study concludes that treaty bodies have

demonstrated a qualitative development regarding the integration of artificial intelligence technology into the
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formulation of remedies and reparations. For the first time in the history of its jurisprudence, the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities recommended the provision of functional prosthetic limbs in a case where the
violation had led to the amputation of the victim’s limbs, in order to enable the victim to live independently once
again, as was the case before the violation occurred. However, despite this unprecedented approach, treaty bodies
have often been inconsistent with themselves, as they have not adopted a similar approach in several comparable
cases that overlap in terms of circumstances, conditions, and the nature of the violation.
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