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The Crisis of Legitimacy and Effectiveness in the United Nations Security Council: A Legal Study of Structural
Causes and Reform Pathways
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Abstract

This article examines the incapacity of the United Nations Security Council to resolve contemporary
international disputes and its effect on the legitimacy and effectiveness of the United Nations within the
international system. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that this incapacity reflects a structural crisis
linked to the political settlement underlying the 1945 Charter, rather than a circumstantial dysfunction
confined to a specific context, and that addressing it requires combining incremental reform with more
comprehensive measures. Employing a critical legal-analytical method supported by historical and
comparative approaches, the study identifies the legal basis of the veto, traces the evolution of its practice,
and examines manifestations of this incapacity in the disputes over Palestine, Ukraine, Libya, and Iraqg, before
reviewing proposed reform pathways, from the administrative UNB8O initiative to the commitments
enshrined in the Pact for the Future. The study concludes that the United Nations remains a standing
institution despite its structural incapacity, and that the future of its legitimacy depends on the ability of
Member States to activate reform pathways that balance the requirements of effectiveness with the principle

of sovereign equality among States.
Keywords: Security Council; Veto; United Nations Reform; International Legitimacy; Collective Security; Pact

for the Future; UN8O Initiative.
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