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Challenges of the Criminal Protection of the Environment in Moroccan Sectoral Laws
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Abstract:

This study examines the challenges facing the criminal protection of the environment under Moroccan sectoral
laws, through a critical analysis of the punitive provisions governing the forest, marine, water, and air domains. It
proceeds from the premise that the multiplicity of legal texts has failed to achieve the intended effective deterrence
against environmental crimes, owing to weak penalties disproportionate to the gravity of the harm, legislative
fragmentation and the absence of a unified environmental criminal code, and overlapping jurisdictions among the
bodies tasked with inspection and enforcement. Drawing on legislative provisions and selected judicial decisions,
the study highlights the structural deficiencies of the protection system. It concludes that the effectiveness of such
protection depends on revising penalties toward greater severity and proportionality to the harm, unifying the texts
within an integrated environmental code, and strengthening oversight bodies with the necessary human and
material resources, so as to turn the legal text into a genuine instrument serving sustainable development and

safeguarding the environmental heritage.
Keywords: Criminal protection of the environment — Sectoral laws — Deterrence — Legislative fragmentation —

Environmental crime.
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