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From possessing power to transforming it: A multi-level model for interpreting initiative in foreign policy

VLRl saedl g5
ool - dlll e (o desme (S daolx (o Aol ly A5Gl polall 8 ol )55
9juio bt 1 g5l
ool - Al die (g dese (g dasle (ye dpwliadly diglal polal] (B o925

sazllf
3839500l uSias ¥ Lol Lasylge & Jootll cislas oof (§ o5 Aoyl oliaadl Julons 3 A8ylie (e oyl o 3llais
Sl9l ey of cdisglas ol ylue G| (o el Bagime Jo (St wad Buindl Aelivog 3ysLll (e Lpud 3 Jilas glas
LogSmo 3loall sl AST Joo Jlas U8 Loiwy «galll L solaty ndls Lsmias wlScd ushat of ciasasts Awloghs
0 Ugjna Ldmge Boall ) 1ol o JUAz¥) (o2, 28,0 o a0l Aelyoll Jlaesy Sally Hylraddl] ks
Jagmild il 5,08 Laiogs Lled=s 1] 5515l
By 3yl 715 ¥ 3ylll o s sl deamyliedl By5Lill J) 3ylobl Jagms z3gas Aalyall polas clls (ye BSMilg
cal] sl AblB sy lisSie Ao Jelis JMs o Butia¥l Aeliumg Jasll ey e 5,08 J) Joms Lesly caglals
oosdll Hledlal (e yually ($eddl adslly cglogdl Houll Heumty ¢ gl Aiud] clularlly (L (e Ausll 5,03l
e 3yually (Jaall sy e 5)0al o Juadlly mes Loy AdManadly delelally 850ldl oy Aawlyud) j1ad LeS Azl
Alguld 7 Ll LasW iolag cdmilss Beios
ol aiig 335,01 s Aolacll 2Lk e sLoxe¥l 120232011 8all J5hs cussSly ylad diylie M5 (yo 7 39eidl piiess
@ 8l yi9 Ayl yetuel AST )luag (Alaall AUlaell § Sy Legis AST |yLus 13yl Jigontd (nalises craylue Alall ylasy
igzms e Loy Lasly gl alnes Lol ey Luobaod st ¥ 2Ll 500l o6 ) Asalyd) palisy s AlLeell
sl peidllg duaiild ALLS Auzes! Aol Dilylidg Sl 5193l Silumagag gl Jf Lasylgw
bl Sl Bl SIS 2adloll ca)loll Lot B9all 8yold) sdimlill Auloudl: dumlial| Lol
Aadall 858l <8 pagall Jgall ¢ oull &, kas cam Ll

Abstract

This study examines why differences in states’ material resources do not necessarily produce comparable differences in their capacity
for foreign policy initiative. It argues that power should be understood not merely as a stock of resources, but as a convertible
capacity shaped by resource mobilization, institutional capacity, strategic coherence, national role conception, and network position.
The study develops a Resource-to-Foreign Policy Initiative Conversion Model and distinguishes initiative from effectiveness and
autonomy. Using structured-focused comparison and process tracing, it examines Qatar and Kuwait during 2011—-2023. The findings
reveal two distinct pathways: a more diversified and networked Qatari model, and a more continuity-based and consensual Kuwaiti
model. The study concludes that foreign policy initiative depends less on the amount of resources a state possesses than on its capacity
to convert them into sustainable institutions, roles, networks, and strategic action.

Keywords: Foreign Policy; Initiative; Power; Resource Conversion; Neoclassical Realism; Foreign Policy Analysis; Role Theory; Small

States; Relational Power..
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50 Kenneth N. Waltz. Theory of International Politics. Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1979, p. 97,

57 Gideon, Rose. “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy.” World Politics, vol. 51, no. 1,1998, p. 146.
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67 Kenneth N, Waltz. Op. Cit,, p. 97.

68 Gideon, Rose. Op. Cit., p. 146.

69 Jeffrey W. Taliaferro. Op. Cit., p. 464.
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167 Gideon, Rose. Op. Cit., p. 146.
162 Tom, Long. Op. Cit., p. 194.
163 David, Collier. Op. Cit., p. 823.
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