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Confirming the shortcomings of the punitive approach to abortion through the results of a field study
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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of reforming the Moroccan Penal Code in light of the rising crime rates and the emergence
of new patterns linked to scientific, social, and cultural transformations. The research focused on the topic of legalizing
abortion, considering it one of the most prominent issues that has sparked extensive legal and ideological debate. The issue
arises from the silencing of women's voices, despite being the primary actors in the decision to voluntarily terminate a
pregnancy.

Methodologically, the study relied on an experimental field approach by interviewing a sample of single mothers, aiming
to identify the motivations for resorting to abortion or continuing with the pregnancy, and analyzing the social and
psychological factors influencing the decision.

The study aims to provide realistic data on the impacts of abortion on women and to assess the effect of its legalization on
the moral and social structure, thereby enriching the legal and human rights discourse and establishing a criminal policy
more in line with Moroccan reality.

Keywords: Field study, abortion, illicit relationships, unwanted pregnancy, criminalization.
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