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Abstract:

This article examine Morocco’s dam strategy as one of the most important public policies adopted to secure water
resources and address the temporal and spatial variability of rainfall, against the backdrop of growing climate
change challenges, increasing drought and flood risks, and mounting pressure on water resources. The study is
based on the premise that the effectiveness of dams can no longer be assessed solely in terms of their capacity to
mobilize and store water, but rather according to the extent to which they are integrated into a comprehensive
system of water security, risk management, and territorial resilience. The article therefore analyzes the transition
from a supply-oriented approach to a more comprehensive framework based on integrated governance of water

resources and related risks.
The research focuses particularly on the relationship between dams and flood risks in downstream areas,
highlighting that engineering-based protection does not necessarily provide absolute protection for territories and
populations, especially in the context of extreme rainfall events and accelerating climate change. It also examines

the importance of territorial pIanning, early warning systems, dynamic risk mapping, institutional coordination,
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and proactive prevention in reducing exposure and vulnerability. The article concludes that the future of Morocco’s
dam strategy requires moving beyond a sectoral approach towards integrated water governance that combines
resource mobilization, demand management, environmental protection, water and territorial justice, and
enhanced resilience to climate-related risks. It further opens perspectives for developing a Moroccan model of
water resilience based on anticipation, adaptability, and sustainability.
Keywords: Dam Strategy; Water Security; Water Risks; Floods; Downstream Areas; Water Governance; Climate
Change; Territorial Resilience; Water Justice; Morocco.
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