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National Initiatives as a Mechanism for Implementing International Obligations (The National Initiative to
Support Energy and Reduce Emissions in Iraq as a Case Study)
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Abstract:
International law cannot be implemented in isolation from states; rather, it is the states themselves that fulfill international
obligations by aligning their national legislation and institutions with international agreements. No specific form or type is
prescribed for these institutions; they may take the shape of a ministry, a committee, or an agency, orinvolve a collaborative
effort among multiple institutions through a national initiative. Undoubtedly, the national initiative approach offers
flexibility, as it can encompass all entities relevant to the obligations in question within a framework that integrates their
respective visions. In other words, it adopts these perspectives in a manner that covers, complements, and reinforces
emission reduction efforts aimed at addressing climate change and mitigating its impacts.
The importance of national initiatives to reduce emissions and support clean energy lies in their establishment of a scalable
and effective framework for fulfilling international climate change commitments. Furthermore, they address internal
challenges that could hinder success—such as Iraq’s rentier economy, which relies on oil as its primary source of national
income. This reliance impedes the transition to clean energy and emission reductions, or, in other words, obstructs the
fulfillment of the country's international obligations.
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