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Abstract:

In an effort to develop the global maritime trade sector, the international legislator has sought to establish a series
of international conventions aimed at harmonizing the diverse national legal frameworks governing maritime
shipping, which serves as the primary means of transporting goods in global commerce. Within this context, the
United Nations Convention on the International Effects of Judicial Sales of Ships, known as the Beijing
Convention, was adopted in 2022 under the auspices of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL), with the objective of enhancing legal consistency at the international level.

Although a judicial sale of a ship is intended, in principle, to transfer ownership to the buyer free from all prior
encumbrances, the application of this principle in the maritime sector at the international level gives rise to
complex legal challenges due to discrepancies between national legislations. As a result, the effects of a judicial
sale of a ship may not be recognized outside the jurisdiction where the sale took place. This situation presents
significant challenges for buyers, both in terms of registering the purchased ships and asserting their

ownership before foreign courts. Furthermore, many states have taken similar measures over the past decades,
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including seizing ships even after they were sold through judicial proceedings, reflecting the ongoing legal
uncertainties stemming from differences in national laws and the lack of international recognition of
judicial sales’ effects.

The legal uncertainty surrounding judicial sales of ships constitutes a significant challenge for international
legislators and poses a risk to global maritime trade. It is precisely this challenge that the United Nations
Convention on the International Effects of Judicial Sales of Ships seeks to address.

Keywords: Convention, Beijing, Sale, Judicial, S/n;Ds, International, Notice, Deposit.
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