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Abstract

This article examines the rules on subject-matter and pecuniary jurisdiction of trial courts introduced by Moroccan
Law No. 58.25 on Civil Procedure, asking to what extent they achieve judicial efficiency without undermining legal
certainty for litigants. Using an analytical method combined with a comparison with the 1974 Code of Civil
Procedure and the special laws, it finds that the new law consolidates subject-matter jurisdiction rules in a single
text, expressly enshrines the general jurisdiction of first-instance courts, extends specialization through specialized
divisions, and settles the controversy over the nature of the plea of lack of subject-matter jurisdiction. It also shows
that higher pecuniary thresholds improve efficiency but narrow appeal and access to the Court of Cassation, and
that the annulment request does not fully compensate for the loss of appeal. It recommends aligning the small-
claims threshold with that of final judgments, entrusting annulment requests to another judicial authority, and
clarifying Articles 31 and 35.

Keywords: Law No. 58.25; subject-matter jurisdiction; pecuniary jurisdiction; judicial efficiency; legal certainty.
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